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Stephen Brown Creative Sentencing Report 
 
Report Overview 
 
The RiverWatch Institute of Alberta was the beneficiary of a 2013 creative sentencing order 
against Stephen Brown (Brownstone Environmental Services Ltd).  The $9000 penalty was 
successfully used to equip RiverWatch with new environmental education equipment 
(inflatable raft and water monitoring kits) and to subsidize a field study for 67 students 
attending Cold Lake High School in the violation area.   
 
Cold Lake High School was not the originally designated school - phone conversation on Feb 
10th, 2014 with LeGoff School teacher Sheena Harty (780-594-3733, sheena.harty@tcef.ca) 
determined that her school was not suitable for this project, having a combined grade 8-9 
population of less than 4 students. Sheena almost immediately suggested contacting Cold 
Lake High School as more First Nations students would go there. 
 
A new water quality monitoring raft was ordered in late 2013; delivered in early spring 
2014; and used with participants in May 2014.  The project generated much needed 
equipment for RiverWatch and the feedback from participants was very favorable.   
 
It is understood that this creative sentencing was a test for the impact of a relatively small 
fine and for this, RiverWatch is certainly appreciative.  It was a pleasure working with 
Hanneke Brooymans, Environmental Investigations Liaison, Alberta Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Development. 
 
 
Violation Overview 
 
Stephen Brown, an environmental consultant who operates the Calgary-based consulting 
company Brownstone Environmental Services Ltd., pleaded guilty to creating a false 
Temporary Diversion water licence and providing it to a pipeline company responsible for 
diverting water from a water body onto a roadway in an area near Bonnyville in October, 
2011. 

Information Bulletin July 10, 2013 
Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development 

 
 
Sentencing Overview 
 
Under the terms of a creative sentencing order, Brown will pay a $1,000 fine to the 
Government of Alberta and place $9,000 in a trust for the RiverWatch Institute of Alberta. 
  
RiverWatch is an organization dedicated to educating junior and senior high school 
students about water quality and management. Trust funds will assist with the purchase of 
a raft for the institute and cover costs of a field trip program for an area junior high school. 

 
Information Bulletin July 10, 2013 

Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development 
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Schedule “A” Project Summary 
 
A large portion of this creative sentencing penalty – approximately $7500 – will cover 
approximately one half of the cost of one fully-equipped raft. The remainder of the funds – 
approximately $1500 – will cover the RiverWatch program fees for as many as twenty-five 
students from LeGoff School in Cold Lake, a school in the same compliance region as where 
the offence occurred.  

Schedule “A” Project Summary 
Sentencing Order 121243448P1  

Pursuant to Section 148(1) of the Water Act 
Wednesday the 26th Day of June 2013 

 
 
RiverWatch Creative Sentencing Project 
 
 
The Crown suggests that this project falls within the Guidelines for Creative Sentencing 
Projects, as it meets these key criteria: The RiverWatch Institute of Alberta teaches young 
Albertans about the human impact on rivers and how to protect and manage water quality 
to the benefit of wildlife, safe drinking water and recreation.  Teaching this to students will 
foster responsible stewardship of our water resources, which would benefit the 
environment. 
 

Sentencing Order 121243448P1  
Pursuant to Section 148(1) of the Water Act 

 
Cold Lake Field Study Details 
 
The project criteria were met with a newly purchased raft and fully equipped mobile water 
quality laboratory commissioned on the Beaver River flowing near the City of Cold Lake.  
The May 5, 2014 field studies were provided for 67 secondary science students attending 
Cold Lake High School. 
 

Case: Stephen Brown Creative Sentencing Order 
Equipment Funds: $7500 raft purchase 
Program Funds: $1500 fee subsidy 
Trip Dates: May 5, 2014 
School: Cold Lake High School 
Students: 67 Science Nine participants 
Rafts: Five 
Location: Beaver River near the City of Cold Lake 
 
Cold Lake High School 
Northern Lights School Division No. 69 
#103 7825 - 51 Street, Cold Lake, AB T9M 0B6 
780-639-0039 
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Teacher and Guest Feedback 
 
It's great that you could make it to snowy Cold Lake.  Yes, the kids had a great time, I heard 
all about it today.  The pictures are great, thanks so much.  I have rainbow trout that I am 
growing with the FinS program and the wildlife people have been out a couple times this 
spring.  Thanks again. 

Rose LaPointe 
Cold Lake High School 

780-639-0039 
Rose.Lapointe@nlsd.ab.ca 

 
 
As far as my opinion goes, it was a fantastic time. The kids got outside, did some "real" 
science, and had a good time cooperating in a team environment. Plus the guides were 
super knowledgeable! Thanks for the good experience, it was a blast of a day.  
 

Matthew Langdon 
Cold Lake High School 

Matthew.Langdon@nlsd.ab.ca    
780-639-0039 

 
 
I am an E.A. who accompanied the class on the trip.  As it was my first experience, I can't 
compare to other years but I found it to be very informative and fun.  The students enjoyed 
it as well. I liked the hands on experiments and how knowledgeable out leaders were.  The 
leaders were very good at engaging the students, not just concerning the scientific testing 
but also, conservation, waste disposal and wildlife.  It is sometimes difficult to hold the 
attention of students when talking about these things but our leaders made the information 
relatable and had no problem answering any questions they had.  
 

Sara Forsythe 
Cold Lake High School   

780-639-0039 
Sara.Forsyth@nlsd.ab.ca 

 
 
Thanks once again for the opportunity to have us participate in the rafting trips up this way. 
It was a perfect chance to work more closely with local schools and I am looking forward to 
making it work on a larger scale next spring. All of the guides were excellent and it was fun 
to work with them throughout the day. As for the groundwater leak you mentioned, that’s 
news to me! I’ll have to follow up to learn more about it. Thanks again. 
 

Harry Keess 
Beaver River Watershed Alliance 

Program Manager 
harry@beaverriverwatershed.ca 

587-201-5517 
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Thanks for sending the photos. I had a great time Monday and Tuesday (despite the terribly 
cold weather), rafting down the Beaver River. It was a fantastic program to be involved in. 
I’m really looking forward to being even more involved next year. I think it would be great if 
I could go into the schools, similar to what I currently do, and present to the students on 
what they will be learning on the rafting trip to help gear them up for the adventure! This 
will also ensure they have a greater understanding of pH, N&P, DO, etc prior to actually 
sampling. I really appreciated the opportunity to be involved in this wonderful program. 
 

Alicia Fontaine 
Beaver River Watershed Alliance 

Education & Outreach Coordinator 
alicia@beaverriverwatershed.ca 

587-201-4345 
 
 

 

 
 
A newly purchased RiverWatch raft and mobile water quality laboratory 
commissioned on the Beaver River, Cold Lake, Alberta. 
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Cold Lake High School students measure dissolved oxygen levels as an indicator of 
water quality and river health 
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